The 9 3 11K-inch format of the book invites the experienced anatomical inquisitor to flip through the pages of this text. The color cover demonstrates that a range of small animals will be presented from beagle to guinea pig to rabbit. McCracken and Kainer are professors of anatomy at Robert Ross International University of Nursing and Colorado State University, respectively. Kainer also is a DVM. They were assisted by David Carlson, who is an illustrator. The stated goal of the text on p. xii of the introduction is ''… for use by individuals at different stages of their education, serving as a survey of the specific anatomy of the different small animals. Advanced 4-H club members, high school vocational agriculture students, and college students (in multiple disciplines) … .''
The dissections are preceded by some general anatomic terminology and illustrations concerning directional and positional terms, body planes, as well as body cavities and membranes. The text then presents the gross anatomy of 5 mammals: domestic dog, cat, rabbit, rat, and guinea pig. Each organism is given a paragraph overview including genus and species and, where appropriate, subspecies to be presented. Some interesting facts about the organism and why it was selected for inclusion are presented such as domestic dogs having a worldwide distribution and that rabbits are precocious at birth with fur and open eyes.
Each of the 5 species is given a section of the book that begins with a listing and description of illustrations. Both males and females are dissected and anatomic differences detailed. The dog has 30 illustrations, the cat has 26, the rabbit and rat both 14, and the guinea pig has 12. Major features including surface anatomy, skeleton, major muscles, and digestive, reproductive, and nervous systems are covered for each species. Greater details with more illustrations such as cardiovascular structures and endocrine organs are provided for the dog and cat. Each section is cleverly highlighted with a color silhouette of the appropriate organism over the page numbers making referencing quick and easy.
Although none of the species covered in the book have exhaustive illustrations, the book seems to live up to the stated goal of serving as a survey for interested readers. The book also could be very useful as a quick reference for a pet owner or point of clarification between a veterinarian and a client. The rich illustrations remind the reviewer of classic illustrations from the great comparative anatomy illustrators of the likes of Cuvier (Ellenberger et al. 1949 
